
He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,     and would sleep 

and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.     The earth 

produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.     But when the grain is 

ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 

This is one of the most enigmatic of all the parables of Jesus. Virtually all agree the parable’s focus is on 

the present kingdom, but how it works creates consternation among commentators. 
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Note: Bible passages are from the New Revised Standard Version.

Does the open-ended nature of this parable (there are no instructions about what to do or how to 

behave and no other interpretation is offered) bring you any new insights or stirrings of imagination?

Does the element of mystery, so clearly underlined in this depiction of the kingdom frustrate you or 

energise you?

In what ways might this parable allow us to view the world, our ministries, or any disappointments or 

successes differently?

Anything else? 

For consideration

BIBLE STUDY

Reimagine faith formation for the 21st Century

Mark 4:26–29 — The Growing Seed

Kingdom Despite Everything



The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he 

goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

Many commentators have addressed the legality [or otherwise] of the man’s actions in relation to the 

treasure. While this does not seem to be the central point of the parable, does it make any difference 

that the purchaser of the field not only knows of the existence of treasure but “hid” it on first 

discovering it? What possible meanings could “found and hid” have for the parable? Is this just a spare 

detail? 

Where is your attention most engaged in this parable; the value of the treasure, the price of acquisition, 

the joy of finding or the hidden nature of the trove? 

If it is true that this parable encourages us to place ourselves within the action and experience the joy 

of finding, are you willing to share what this raises for you? 

Anything else? 

For consideration

BIBLE STUDY

Reimagine faith formation for the 21st Century

Matthew 13:44 — Treasure in the Field

Responding to the Kingdom

Note: Bible passages are from the New Revised Standard Version.




