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AN EXPLANATION OF THE FACTS OR BELIEFS WORKSHEET 
 
(a) God planned that people should care. 
 

While to a believer this may appear to be a 
statement of fact, it presumes belief in God and 
even a particular understanding of the nature of 
God. It could be made into a fact-type statement by 
being either owned or grounded, e.g. ‘I believe that 
. . .’; or ‘Christians believe that . . .’ 

 
(b) Some of the basic problems of the early Christian 

community were learning to love and serve one 
another and accepting the varying customs among different members. 

 
This is a fact-type statement in that it is open to historical research and 
is the type of statement that an impartial historian could make without 
having a particular belief commitment. Such a statement may have 
problems for some if the only historical source available is the Bible. 
Note, however, the distinction between statements in the Bible which 
deal with observable events and those which are interpretations or 
faith affirmations. The concern here is with the type of statement, 
rather than with questions of accuracy. 
 

(c) Prayer gives me a feeling that someone really understands me. 
 

While this statement deals with prayer and thus involves beliefs, it is a 
fact-type statement because it is made as a personal affirmation. It 
refers to the experiences of the speaker, and is owned by the use of 
‘me’. 
 

(d) Solomon was the son of David and Bathsheba.  From the time he was 
young, he was specially favoured by the Lord. 

 
The first sentence is a fact-type statement, open to historical research. 
To say, however, that he was ‘specially favoured by the Lord’ 
introduces a belief or interpretation. Not everyone would describe 
Solomon that way. Who makes that kind of claim? It might be owned as 
a personal view or grounded by reference to some persons or group 
who hold that belief, e.g the writers of the books of Chronicles. 
 

(e) The Father of all Spirits woke the Sun Mother and sent her to cover the 
earth with plants and to bring to life birds and animals. 

 
Most people readily see this as a belief-type statement, perhaps 
because it is easier to identify the beliefs of others. It could be 
grounded by referring to it as a Dreamtime story or Aboriginal legend. 
 

(f) Everyone has sinned. 
 

This statement depends on the meaning one gives to the word ‘sin’. 
Something more is usually meant than the breaking of a human code of 
law, and thus beliefs are involved, e.g Christian beliefs about original 
sin and the sinlessness of Jesus. 
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(g) Knowledge can help to spoil the environment – or it can help us to take 

care of God’s world. 
 

This type of statement is often made by religious education teachers, 
with a reference to ‘God’s world’ included in a seemingly factual 
comment. It hides the belief dimension, rather than making clear that 
one has to make some degree of faith commitment to affirm this as 
‘God’s world’. A more open approach would be achieved by splitting 
the sentence, with one statement referring to 'care of the world’ and 
another indicating beliefs on which care for the world may be based, 

such as the belief that this world is made by or 
belongs to God. 

 
(h) Most Christian churches keep Sunday as a 

day for meeting together to worship God. 
 

This is a fact-type statement. It can be investigated 
by observation and does not depend on the beliefs 
of the observer. Similar statements could be made 
in discussing the beliefs that lead people to 
worship on that particular day, e.g the belief that 
Jesus rose from the dead on a Sunday. 

 
(i) Rama, as a human form of the god Vishnu, performed many heroic 

feats. 
 

To say that a man named Rama performed many heroic feats could be 
open to historical research, but to refer to him as ‘a human form of the 
god Vishnu’, adds a belief dimension. The speaker could own it as a 
personal belief or ground it as a belief held within the Hindu tradition. 
 

(j) The good that you do will not be treated with ingratitude since God 
knows those who act piously. 

 
Again, there is no indication as to who holds this belief, which is a 
teaching of the Islamic tradition. It could be owned, if the speaker is 
part of that tradition, or grounded by saying ‘The Quran teaches . . .’; 
or ‘Islamic people believe . . .’. 
 
 
 
 

Taken from Religious Education – Teaching Approaches, RECP, Curriculum Services Branch, Dept of 
Education QLD, 1987. 

 
 


