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Questions 
 
Use this page to jot down your questions so you don’t forget them.  
Or just more notes.  Either way, it’s fine! 
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Notes 
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Welcome! 
 
Thank you for participating in this 360 Project seminar.             
This particular module is a part of the BIBLE360 stream. 
 
The basic objective of BIBLE360: Introduction to the Prophets  is to 
gain an understanding of the biblical function of the prophets 
and how we might follow in that line and—as a  secondary  
outcome—to motivate people to read their Bible more.  Also, to 
participate actively in a small group that engages intentionally 
with Scripture! 
 
These outcomes are the principal indicators of whether or not a seminar has been successful. 
The content may vary, and the seminar may be experienced as more or less engaging, but if we 
achieve these outcomes for a majority of the participants then the program has been a success. 
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Next Steps 
 
Facilitating Small Groups 
Small groups are such a vital element of a healthy parish community. We also offer special one-
day workshops to equip clergy and lay leaders for the ministry of working with small group. 
 
Details of dates and locations are available from the BIBLE360 web site (www.formedfaith.org). 
 
 
Certificate in Theology and Ministry 
This program equips people in parishes to reflect on their faith, ministry and discipleship in the 
context of their everyday lives. The course is conducted in small workshop groups facilitated by a 
qualified tutor who might be the local priest or his/her delegate. The Certificate in Theology and 
Ministry can be awarded to students who complete the six compulsory units of study: 
• Experiencing Faith: Examines eight Christian faith experiences, including singing, praying, 
using the Bible and discipleship. 
• Old Testament User’s Guide: Explores the ways in which stories from the past can help us to 
understand more about living in the contemporary world 
• New Testament User’s Guide: Overviews New Testament writings, including their background 
in history and geography 
• Story of the Anglican Church: Explores the story of the Anglican Church from its beginnings in 
the British Isles, to the Church of England and to present-day Australia 
• Confessing our Faith: Helps students state their own faith 
• Serving Christ Today: Addresses the fundamental question of how we are called to live today 
as disciples of Jesus Christ, in our lifestyle, mission, stewardship and calling 
 
For further details, contact St Francis Theological College in Brisbane: (07) 3514 7411 or 
registrar@ministryeducation.org.au 
 
 
Education for Ministry 
EfM is a four year group-based educational program involving an intensive study of Christianity 
and theological reflection. Participants learn from their own experience, from each other, from the 
Scriptures and the history of the Church. Every week participants do their own study based on the 
EfM materials and when the group meets they share insights and seek clarification through 
discussion and further research together. These “group seminars” are facilitated by a trained EfM 
mentor who does not “impart knowledge” but rather guides development in reflective learning. 
 
For further details, contact St Francis Theological College in Brisbane: (07) 3514 7411 or 
registrar@ministryeducation.org.au 
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either in Judah or perhaps Egypt at that stage.  And there is a very clear sense that this   
letter is written for them, perhaps even commissioned for them, read amongst them.  Which is 
an indication of course, that Jeremiah’s work is highly regarded and respected in the     
community that he sends that letter to.  So the question of the status of the prophet in the 
community is one that is really impossible to narrow down because prophets seem to take on 
a variety of social functions with very different levels of acceptance in the various          
communities that they minister to.  

 
5.  What happened to prophets in the NT? There doesn’t seem to be such a prominent role? 

In the New Testament the role of the prophet is still very powerfully present.  If we look at John 
the Baptist he seems to stand very clearly in this tradition of prophetic witness: of            
reminding people of obligation,  of their obligation to God, of their obligation to each oth-
er, and   calling people to return to that way of living which is established historically. If we 
look at the role that the apostles played, through the Book of Acts and onwards, what we 
really see is a recasting of the way that prophecy works.  Even though this was a     com-
pletely new understanding of the way the Covenant works, the apostles seem to       under-
stand that at the heart of this new thing that was happening amongst them was an old     
tradition about love of God and love of others. Which was, of course, Jesus the great 
prophet’s key message as well. 
 

6. Was Jesus a prophet? 
Yes, I think that Jesus very clearly stands in prophetic tradition and if you want a clear example 

of that then the best source is the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew Chapters 5 through 7 
which completely recasts covenantal obligation.  But that set of guidelines for living and   
engaging with each other only makes sense in light of Israel’s prophetic tradition, which of 
course builds on the covenantal tradition established with Moses. 
 

7.  Are there prophets now? 
Yes, I think so, though perhaps we don’t know where we might find them.  Prophets are often 

imagined as coming from within our tradition, but prophets historically have always been 
people who, while being well versed in tradition and understanding tradition very well,  
speak into tradition most commonly from a position slightly removed from the establishment.  
So I think that we need to listen carefully to what we might call prophetic voices and try to 
discern what God might be saying to us in our current circumstances,  reflecting on our own 
traditional histories. 

 
 

You can watch videos of Dr Anthony Rees answering these questions at Youtube.com 
 

With your preferred search engine, look for ‘BIBLE360 Intro to the prophets’ 
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Our Seminar Schedule 
 
Our seminar today consists of four sessions. During the day 
there will be opportunities for discussion, work at your tables, and 
listening to input from the presenter. If you have any questions 
throughout the day, please feel free to ask them at anytime or 
during one of the breaks. 
 
8.30 am Registration and Welcome (Coffee and Tea Available) 
 
9.00 am   Welcome & Introduction 
9.20 am  Session 1: Discovering the Prophets 
 
10.30 am  Morning Tea 
 
11.00 am  Session 2: Exploring Prophetic Themes 
 
12.30 pm Lunch Break 
 
1.15 pm Session 3: Jesus as a Prophet 
2.30 pm Session 4: Resourcing the Prophets 
 
3.15pm  Concluding Prayers 
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My Expectations from this Seminar 
 
Take a few moments to reflect on what you are hoping to 
achieve from this seminar today. What are you most looking 
forward to doing/learning? Is there anything about the seminar 
that causes you concern at this stage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Share with your table any of these expectations that you feel happy to discuss with 
the people with whom you will be working today. You may want to make a few notes about 
insights for you from listening to the expectations of other participants. 
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1. Why did God send prophets? 
The prophets seem to have a very distinct role in Israelite life., though there is variety within that 

distinctness.  The prophets come to remind the people of their covenantal obligations to 
God.  They remind the people of the things that God has done for Israel, his people in the 
past and the obligations that are upon those people in relation to that covenant.            
Specifically, the prophets come to warn the people that they are failing in their covenant 
obligations and to warn them of the punishment and judgement that will come if they      
continue on in their failure, and to encourage them to return to the obligations which they 
have agreed upon and which are constitutive for their life. 

 
 

2. Do prophets tell the future? 
The telling of the future by the prophets is one those things that we romanticise.  The truth is that 

the prophets are far more interested in the past and the present than they are in the future.  
They build on historical tradition. They refer to historical tradition to make sense of the    
circumstances of the present.  And of course from that comes a projection of what will    
happen in the future provided that Israel continues on in the current path.  So it is not really 
so much about predicting the future as it about reading the present and understanding the 
consequences for current circumstances and current behaviour in light of God’s action with 
Israel in the past.   

 
 

3. Why does it seem that are there so many prophets recorded in the OT? 
That’s an interesting question.  The truth is that we probably only have access to a small amount 

of the prophetic witness that took place during Old Testament period.  All we have is the 
recordings of the so-called classical prophets, the writing prophets.  That is Isaiah through to 
Malachi in our bibles, plus the prophetic work of historical figures such as Moses and     
Samuel.  Each of them, have, as a unifying factor, an understanding of delivering God’s 
message to the people.  And so the reason that there would be so many is related to the 
idea that the people have forgotten.  The people are in need of hearing God’s message, of 
being reminded of their obligations to the covenant, of their obligations to each other.  And 
so God, it appears, speaks through the person of these different prophets for a particular 
task, for a particular group of people, in a particular place, at a particular time.  

 
 

4.  What was the status of the prophets in their biblical communities? 
The status of the prophets in their communities is almost as diverse as the people who are 

prophets themselves.  We have prophets like Isaiah who appears to be very much a part of 
the social establishment, very much in contact with the King but we also have someone like 
Amos who does everything in his power to completely distance himself from the               
establishment, who refers to himself as a shepherd and a farmer, agricultural stuff.  We 
have prophets like Elijah who is absolutely in contact with the king, who is called on by the 
king from time to time, but equally clearly is no part of the establishment.  In fact he is 
largely shunned by the establishment.  Then we have someone like Jeremiah who, though he 
lives away from the people that he addresses, he is clearly highly regarded by those    
people that he speaks to and of course the famous example of that is the letter that he 
writes to the exiles in Babylon in Jeremiah 29.  Jeremiah himself is not in Babylon.  He is  

Frequently Asked Questions  
With Dr Anthony Rees 
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Other Prophetic Organisations? 
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Our Expectations from this Seminar 
 
We want the day to be a relaxed and encouraging opportunity 
for us as a group of Anglicans to explore the Bible together and 
reflect on its significance for our spiritual journeys. 
 
We are aiming to provide a safe place, where it is OK to ask questions. 
No question is ‘silly.’ A question that one person may express is often also on the mind of 
several other people. 
 
Please relax into the seminar process. 
 
There is no need to take copious notes. This is not the kind of seminar where you need to master 
and remember a whole lot of information. In fact, there may not be very much that is new to most 
participants. In any case, this workbook will provide a place to make some notes during the 
course of the day, and it will also provide a convenient way to revisit some of the material we shall 
be covering in the seminar. 
 
Participants and presenters may also identify other issues and topics for future seminars and 
workshops. The feedback sheets at the end of the seminar can be a way of capturing this and 
passing it through to the project team. 
 
 
 

In addition, links to key information will be available from 
The 360 Project website: www.formedfaith.org.au 



 

8        BIBLE360: Introduction to the Prophets 

 A prophet is someone who... 

1. Discovering the Prophets 

 A prophet is not someone who... 
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The Prophetic Literature 
Marvin Sweeney 

Exploring the Old Testament  
Volume 4—The Prophets 
Gordon McConville 

These books and many others are available in the 
Roscoe Library at St Francis Theological College 
23 Milton Road, Milton 
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4. Resourcing the prophets 

http://bibleodyssey.org/ 

http://prophetess.lstc.edu/~rklein/ 
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Prophet or Not? 

Let’s try applying our thinking to a modern context... 

Which of these people would you say are prophets?    (circle the faces) 

Paul David Hewson (born 10 May 1960), known by his stage name Bono, is an Irish singer-
songwriter, musician, venture capitalist, businessman, and philanthropist.  He is best          
recognized as the front man of the Dublin-based rock band U2. He is also widely known for 
his activism concerning  Africa, for which he co-founded DATA, EDUN, the ONE Campaign 
and Product Red. He has organised and played in several benefit concerts and has met with  
influential politicians. Bono has been praised and criticised for his activism and was named 
the most politically effective celebrity of all time by the National Journal. 

Muriel Porter OAM (born 15 May 1948) is an Australian and mostly writes about  issues  
concerning the Anglican Church of Australia in which she is a prominent layperson.  She has 
been a high profile advocate of the ordination of women, amongst other social issues     
concerning the church. 

Michael Leunig (born 2 June 1945), typically referred to as Leunig (his  signature on his  
cartoons), is an Australian cartoonist, poet and cultural commentator. He was declared an    
Australian Living Treasure by the National Trust of Australia in 1999. His work features a 
number of recurrent themes which satirise the emptiness of modern life and the worth of 
gentleness, simplicity and kindness. 

Rosa Parks (February 4, 1913 – October 24, 2005) was an African-American Civil Rights 
activist, whom the United States Congress called "the first lady of civil rights" and "the   
mother of the freedom movement". Her birthday, February 4, and the day she was arrested, 
December 1, have both become Rosa Parks Day, commemorated in California and Ohio. 

Robert Geldof, KBE (born 5 October 1951) is an Irish singer-songwriter, author, occasional 
actor and political activist. Geldof is widely recognised for his activism, especially          
anti-poverty efforts concerning Africa. He is a recipient of the Man of Peace title which   
recognises individuals who have made "an outstanding contribution to international social 
justice and peace", among numerous other awards and nominations. 

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, MC, commonly known as Mother Teresa (26 August 1910 – 5 
September 1997), was a Roman Catholic religious sister who lived most of her life in   India.  
Mother Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity, a Roman Catholic religious               
congregation, which in 2012 consisted of over 4,500 sisters and is active in 133 countries. 
They run hospices and homes for people with HIV/AIDS, leprosy and tuberculosis; soup  
kitchens; dispensaries and mobile clinics; children's and family counselling programmes;   
orphanages; and schools. 

Desmond Mpilo Tutu (born 7 October 1931) is a South African social rights activist and   
retired Anglican bishop who rose to worldwide fame during the 1980s as an   opponent of 
apartheid. Since the demise of apartheid he has been active in the defence of human rights 
and uses his high profile to campaign for the oppressed. 

Louisa Toogood (born 23 March, 1903) was a Brisbane nun. She founded the Ecumenical 
Coffee Brigade in 1970 when she saw a need to minister to homeless and marginalised 
people  within the Brisbane CBD by offering them food and a hot drink each morning. The 
ECB still serves today with more than 150 volunteers. 
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Defining the word 

‘Prophet’ comes from the Greek prophētēs: someone who speaks 
on behalf of someone else. 

But let’s look at some of the other words that are regularly used 
for prophets, scripturally... 

Seer 

1 Sam 9   Saul Chosen to Be King 

9There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish son of Abiel son of Zeror son of Becorath son of Aphi-
ah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2He had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There 
was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he; he stood head and shoulders above 
everyone else.  

3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, had strayed. So Kish said to his son Saul, ‘Take one of the boys 
with you; go and look for the donkeys.’ 4He passed through the hill country of Ephraim and passed through 
the land of Shalishah, but they did not find them. And they passed through the land of Shaalim, but they 
were not there. Then he passed through the land of Benjamin, but they did not find them.  

5 When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to the boy who was with him, ‘Let us turn back, or my fa-
ther will stop worrying about the donkeys and worry about us.’ 6But he said to him, ‘There is a man of God 
in this town; he is a man held in honour. Whatever he says always comes true. Let us go there now; perhaps 
he will tell us about the journey on which we have set out.’ 7Then Saul replied to the boy, ‘But if we go, what 
can we bring the man? For the bread in our sacks is gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of 
God. What have we?’ 8The boy answered Saul again, ‘Here, I have with me a quarter-shekel of silver; I will 
give it to the man of God, to tell us our way.’ 9(Formerly in Israel, anyone who went to inquire of God would 
say, ‘Come, let us go to the seer’; for the one who is now called a prophet was formerly called a seer.) 
10Saul said to the boy, ‘Good; come, let us go.’ So they went to the town where the man of God was.  

11 As they went up the hill to the town, they met some girls coming out to draw water, and said to them, ‘Is 
the seer here?’ 12They answered, ‘Yes, there he is just ahead of you. Hurry; he has come just now to the town, 
because the people have a sacrifice today at the shrine. 13As soon as you enter the town, you will find him, 
before he goes up to the shrine to eat. For the people will not eat until he comes, since he must bless the  
sacrifice; afterwards those eat who are invited. Now go up, for you will meet him immediately.’ 14So they 
went up to the town. As they were entering the town, they saw Samuel coming out towards them on his way 
up to the shrine.  

15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed to Samuel: 16‘Tomorrow about this time I will send 
to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be ruler over my people Israel. He shall 
save my people from the hand of the Philistines; for I have seen the suffering of my people, because their 
outcry has come to me.’ 17When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, ‘Here is the man of whom I spoke to 
you. He it is who shall rule over my people.’ 18Then Saul approached Samuel inside the gate, and said, ‘Tell 
me, please, where is the house of the seer?’ 19Samuel answered Saul, ‘I am the seer; go up before me to the 
shrine, for today you shall eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will tell you all that is on 
your mind. 20As for your donkeys that were lost three days ago, give no further thought to them, for they 
have been found. And on whom is all Israel’s desire fixed, if not on you and on all your ancestral house?’ 
21Saul answered, ‘I am only a Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes of Israel, and my family is the       
humblest of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin. Why then have you spoken to me in this way?’  
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Using the Amos and Ma hew passages as a template, write a 
prophe c text for our world.   
 
You might want  to concentrate on a par cular  issue, or  take a broader approach.   Remember: 
prophecy  is  born  from  lived  reality,  so  feel  free  to  iden fy  boldly with  the  issues,  and  to  use      
imagery that is part of our lived experience.  People need to understand the language and be able 
to iden fy the issue.  Pray  as a part of your thinking. 

Issues for your focus... 

Taking on the prophetic role 

Your prophe c text... 
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22 Then Samuel took Saul and his servant-boy and brought them into the hall, and gave them a place at the 
head of those who had been invited, of whom there were about thirty. 23And Samuel said to the cook, ‘Bring 
the portion I gave you, the one I asked you to put aside.’ 24The cook took up the thigh and what went with it 
and set them before Saul. Samuel said, ‘See, what was kept is set before you. Eat; for it is set before you at 
the appointed time, so that you might eat with the guests.’ 

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25When they came down from the shrine into the town, a bed was spread 
for Saul on the roof, and he lay down to sleep. 26Then at the break of dawn Samuel called to Saul upon the 
roof, ‘Get up, so that I may send you on your way.’ Saul got up, and both he and Samuel went out into the 
street.  

27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the town, Samuel said to Saul, ‘Tell the boy to go on before 
us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself for a while, that I may make known to you the word of 
God.’  

2 Sam 24: 10-17   Judgement on David’s Sin 

10 But afterwards, David was stricken to the heart because he had numbered the people. David said to the 
Lord, ‘I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O Lord, I pray you, take away the guilt of your 
servant; for I have done very foolishly.’ 11When David rose in the morning, the word of the Lord came to the 
prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, 12‘Go and say to David: Thus says the Lord: Three things I offer you; 
choose one of them, and I will do it to you.’ 13So Gad came to David and told him; he asked him, ‘Shall three 
years of famine come to you on your land? Or will you flee for three months before your foes while they 
pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ pestilence in your land? Now consider, and decide what answer I 
shall return to the one who sent me.’ 14Then David said to Gad, ‘I am in great distress; let us fall into the 
hand of the Lord, for his mercy is great; but let me not fall into human hands.’ 

15 So the Lord sent a pestilence on Israel from that morning until the appointed time; and seventy thousand 
of the people died, from Dan to Beer-sheba. 16But when the angel stretched out his hand towards Jerusalem 
to destroy it, the Lord relented concerning the evil, and said to the angel who was bringing destruction 
among the people, ‘It is enough; now stay your hand.’ The angel of the Lord was then by the threshing-floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. 17When David saw the angel who was destroying the people, he said to the Lord, ‘I 
alone have sinned, and I alone have done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let your hand, I 
pray, be against me and against my father’s house.’ 
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Diviner 
 

Deut. 18:9-14 Child-Sacrifice, Divination, and Magic Prohibited 

9 When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you, you must not learn to imitate the     
abhorrent practices of those nations. 10No one shall be found among you who makes a son or daughter pass 
through fire, or who practises divination, or is a soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer, 11or one who casts 
spells, or who consults ghosts or spirits, or who seeks oracles from the dead. 12For whoever does these things 
is abhorrent to the Lord; it is because of such abhorrent practices that the Lord your God is driving them out 
before you. 13You must remain completely loyal to the Lord your God. 14Although these nations that you are 
about to dispossess do give heed to soothsayers and diviners, as for you, the Lord your God does not permit 
you to do so. 

 

Man of  God 

2 Kgs 1:9 

9 Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his fifty men. He went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the 
top of a hill, and said to him, ‘O man of God, the king says, “Come down.”  

2 Kgs 4   Elisha and the Widow’s Oil 

4Now the wife of a member of the company of prophets cried to Elisha, ‘Your servant my husband is dead; 
and you know that your servant feared the Lord, but a creditor has come to take my two children as slaves.’ 
2Elisha said to her, ‘What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?’ She answered, ‘Your 
servant has nothing in the house, except a jar of oil.’ 3He said, ‘Go outside, borrow vessels from all your 
neighbours, empty vessels and not just a few. 4Then go in, and shut the door behind you and your children, 
and start pouring into all these vessels; when each is full, set it aside.’ 5So she left him and shut the door   
behind her and her children; they kept bringing vessels to her, and she kept pouring. 6When the vessels were 
full, she said to her son, ‘Bring me another vessel.’ But he said to her, ‘There are no more.’ Then the oil 
stopped flowing. 7She came and told the man of God, and he said, ‘Go, sell the oil and pay your debts, 
and you and your children can live on the rest.’  

Elisha Raises the Shunammite’s Son 

8 One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealthy woman lived, who urged him to have a 
meal. So whenever he passed that way, he would stop there for a meal. 9She said to her husband, ‘Look, I 
am sure that this man who regularly passes our way is a holy man of God. 10Let us make a small roof   
chamber with walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that he can stay there 
whenever he comes to us.’  

11 One day when he came there, he went up to the chamber and lay down there. 12He said to his servant 
Gehazi, ‘Call the Shunammite woman.’ When he had called her, she stood before him. 13He said to him, ‘Say 
to her, Since you have taken all this trouble for us, what may be done for you? Would you have a word  
spoken on your behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?’ She answered, ‘I live among my own 
people.’ 14He said, ‘What then may be done for her?’ Gehazi answered, ‘Well, she has no son, and her   
husband is old.’ 15He said, ‘Call her.’ When he had called her, she stood at the door. 16He said, ‘At this    
season, in due time, you shall embrace a son.’ She replied, ‘No, my lord, O man of God; do not deceive 
your servant.’  

17 The woman conceived and bore a son at that season, in due time, as Elisha had declared to her.  
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So, to summarise... 
How does Jesus’ message differ from Amos’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How has Jesus learnt from prophetic tradition? 
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16 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: 
In all the squares there shall be wailing; 
   and in all the streets they shall say, ‘Alas! alas!’ 
They shall call the farmers to mourning, 
   and those skilled in lamentation, to wailing;  
17 in all the vineyards there shall be wailing, 
   for I will pass through the midst of you, 
says the Lord. 
 
 
 
The Day of the Lord a Dark Day 
18 Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
   Why do you want the day of the Lord? 
It is darkness, not light;  
19   as if someone fled from a lion, 
   and was met by a bear; 
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
   and was bitten by a snake.  
20 Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
   and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
21 I hate, I despise your festivals, 
   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  
22 Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and grain-offerings, 
   I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
   I will not look upon.  
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
   I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  
24 But let justice roll down like waters, 
   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
25 Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 26You 
shall take up Sakkuth your king, and Kaiwan your star-god, your images that you made for yourselves; 
27therefore I will take you into exile beyond Damascus, says the Lord, whose name is the God of hosts. 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 5:1-12    The Beatitudes 
 
5When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they perse-
cuted the prophets who were before you. 
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18 When the child was older, he went out one day to his father among the reapers. 19He complained to his 
father, ‘Oh, my head, my head!’ The father said to his servant, ‘Carry him to his mother.’ 20He carried him 
and brought him to his mother; the child sat on her lap until noon, and he died. 21She went up and laid him 
on the bed of the man of God, closed the door on him, and left. 22Then she called to her husband, and said, 
‘Send me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, so that I may quickly go to the man of God and come 
back again.’ 23He said, ‘Why go to him today? It is neither new moon nor sabbath.’ She said, ‘It will be all 
right.’ 24Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant, ‘Urge the animal on; do not hold back for me 
unless I tell you.’ 25So she set out, and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. 

When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his servant, ‘Look, there is the Shunammite woman; 
26run at once to meet her, and say to her, Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is the child all right?’ 
She answered, ‘It is all right.’ 27When she came to the man of God at the mountain, she caught hold of his 
feet. Gehazi approached to push her away. But the man of God said, ‘Let her alone, for she is in bitter dis-
tress; the Lord has hidden it from me and has not told me.’ 28Then she said, ‘Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I 
not say, Do not mislead me?’ 29He said to Gehazi, ‘Gird up your loins, and take my staff in your hand, and 
go. If you meet anyone, give no greeting, and if anyone greets you, do not answer; and lay my staff on the 
face of the child.’ 30Then the mother of the child said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave without you.’ So he rose up and followed her. 31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the face 
of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. He came back to meet him and told him, ‘The child has not 
awakened.’  

32 When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. 33So he went in and closed the 
door on the two of them, and prayed to the Lord. 34Then he got up on the bed and lay upon the child,     
putting his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and while he lay bent 
over him, the flesh of the child became warm. 35He got down, walked once to and fro in the room, then got 
up again and bent over him; the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 36Elisha          
summoned Gehazi and said, ‘Call the Shunammite woman.’ So he called her. When she came to him, he said, 
‘Take your son.’ 37She came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground; then she took her son and left.  

Elisha Purifies the Pot of Stew 

38 When Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a famine in the land. As the company of prophets was sitting 
before him, he said to his servant, ‘Put the large pot on, and make some stew for the company of prophets.’ 
39One of them went out into the field to gather herbs; he found a wild vine and gathered from it a lapful of 
wild gourds, and came and cut them up into the pot of stew, not knowing what they were. 40They served 
some for the men to eat. But while they were eating the stew, they cried out, ‘O man of God, there is death 
in the pot!’ They could not eat it. 41He said, ‘Then bring some flour.’ He threw it into the pot, and said, ‘Serve 
the people and let them eat.’ And there was nothing harmful in the pot.  

Elisha Feeds One Hundred Men 

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves of 
barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, ‘Give it to the people and let them eat.’ 43But his    
servant said, ‘How can I set this before a hundred people?’ So he repeated, ‘Give it to the people and let 
them eat, for thus says the Lord, “They shall eat and have some left.” ’ 44He set it before them, they ate, and 
had some left, according to the word of the Lord. 

 

2 Kgs 6   The Miracle of the Axehead 

6Now the company of prophets said to Elisha, ‘As you see, the place where we live under your charge is too 
small for us. 2Let us go to the Jordan, and let us collect logs there, one for each of us, and build a place 
there for us to live.’ He answered, ‘Do so.’ 3Then one of them said, ‘Please come with your servants.’ And he 
answered, ‘I will.’ 4So he went with them. When they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. 5But as one 
was felling a log, his axehead fell into the water; he cried out, ‘Alas, master! It was borrowed.’ 6Then the 
man of God said, ‘Where did it fall?’ When he showed him the place, he cut off a stick, and threw it in 
there, and made the iron float. 7He said, ‘Pick it up.’ So he reached out his hand and took it.  
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The Aramean Attack Is Thwarted 

8 Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he took counsel with his officers. He said, ‘At such and 
such a place shall be my camp.’ 9But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, ‘Take care not to pass 
this place, because the Arameans are going down there.’ 10The king of Israel sent word to the place of which 
the man of God spoke. More than once or twice he warned such a place so that it was on the alert.  

11 The mind of the king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he called his officers and said to 
them, ‘Now tell me who among us sides with the king of Israel?’ 12Then one of his officers said, ‘No one, my 
lord king. It is Elisha, the prophet in Israel, who tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your    
bedchamber.’ 13He said, ‘Go and find where he is; I will send and seize him.’ He was told, ‘He is in Dothan.’ 
14So he sent horses and chariots there and a great army; they came by night, and surrounded the city.  

15 When an attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, an army with horses and 
chariots was all around the city. His servant said, ‘Alas, master! What shall we do?’ 16He replied, ‘Do not be 
afraid, for there are more with us than there are with them.’ 17Then Elisha prayed: ‘O Lord, please open his 
eyes that he may see.’ So the Lord opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18When the Arameans came down against him, Elisha prayed to 
the Lord, and said, ‘Strike this people, please, with blindness.’ So he struck them with blindness as Elisha had 
asked. 19Elisha said to them, ‘This is not the way, and this is not the city; follow me, and I will bring you to the 
man whom you seek.’ And he led them to Samaria.  

20 As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, ‘O Lord, open the eyes of these men so that they may see.’ 
The Lord opened their eyes, and they saw that they were inside Samaria. 21When the king of Israel saw 
them he said to Elisha, ‘Father, shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?’ 22He answered, ‘No! Did you capture with 
your sword and your bow those whom you want to kill? Set food and water before them so that they may 
eat and drink; and let them go to their master.’ 23So he prepared for them a great feast; after they ate and 
drank, he sent them on their way, and they went to their master. And the Arameans no longer came raiding 
into the land of Israel.  

Ben-hadad’s Siege of Samaria 

24 Some time later King Ben-hadad of Aram mustered his entire army; he marched against Samaria and 
laid siege to it. 25As the siege continued, famine in Samaria became so great that a donkey’s head was sold 
for eighty shekels of silver, and one-fourth of a kab of dove’s dung for five shekels of silver. 26Now as the 
king of Israel was walking on the city wall, a woman cried out to him, ‘Help, my lord king!’ 27He said, ‘No! Let 
the Lord help you. How can I help you? From the threshing-floor or from the wine press?’ 28But then the king 
asked her, ‘What is your complaint?’ She answered, ‘This woman said to me, “Give up your son; we will eat 
him today, and we will eat my son tomorrow.” 29So we cooked my son and ate him. The next day I said to 
her, “Give up your son and we will eat him.” But she has hidden her son.’ 30When the king heard the words 
of the woman he tore his clothes—now since he was walking on the city wall, the people could see that he 
had sackcloth on his body underneath— 31and he said, ‘So may God do to me, and more, if the head of 
Elisha son of Shaphat stays on his shoulders today.’ 32So he dispatched a man from his presence. 

Now Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders were sitting with him. Before the messenger arrived, Elisha 
said to the elders, ‘Are you aware that this murderer has sent someone to take off my head? When the   
messenger comes, see that you shut the door and hold it closed against him. Is not the sound of his master’s 
feet behind him?’ 33While he was still speaking with them, the king came down to him and said, ‘This trouble 
is from the Lord! Why should I hope in the Lord any longer?’  
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The city that marched out a thousand 
   shall have a hundred left, 
and that which marched out a hundred 
   shall have ten left. 
 
4 For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel: 
Seek me and live;  
5   but do not seek Bethel, 
and do not enter into Gilgal 
   or cross over to Beer-sheba; 
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, 
   and Bethel shall come to nothing. 
 
6 Seek the Lord and live, 
   or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 
   and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.  
7 Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
   and bring righteousness to the ground! 
 
8 The one who made the Pleiades and Orion, 
   and turns deep darkness into the morning, 
   and darkens the day into night, 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 
   and pours them out on the surface of the earth, 
the Lord is his name,  
9 who makes destruction flash out against the strong, 
   so that destruction comes upon the fortress. 
 
10 They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
   and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.  
11 Therefore, because you trample on the poor 
   and take from them levies of grain, 
you have built houses of hewn stone, 
   but you shall not live in them; 
you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
   but you shall not drink their wine.  
12 For I know how many are your transgressions, 
   and how great are your sins— 
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
   and push aside the needy in the gate.  
13 Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 
   for it is an evil time. 
 
14 Seek good and not evil, 
   that you may live; 
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
   just as you have said.  
15 Hate evil and love good, 
   and establish justice in the gate; 
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, 
   will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
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3. Jesus? 
What words, phrases etc  do we use to describe Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What words do the scriptures use to describe Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s read one of Jesus’ great prophe c texts alongside a 
‘classical’ prophe c text.  The idea is to see what Jesus learns 
from the tradi on, and how he responds to it in the way he      
recasts it.  
 
As you read, consider these ques ons and feel free to jot down your ideas beside the passages... 
 
What are each of these chapters about? 
 
How does Jesus’ message differ from Amos’? 
 
How has Jesus learnt from prophe c tradi on? 

 
 
Amos 5       A Lament for Israel’s Sin 
 
5Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel:  
2 Fallen, no more to rise, 
   is maiden Israel; 
forsaken on her land, 
   with no one to raise her up. 
 
3 For thus says the Lord God: 
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Biblical Prophets 

Biblical Prophets—how many can you name? 
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   and we will offer 
   the fruit of our lips.  
3 Assyria shall not save us; 
   we will not ride upon horses; 
we will say no more, “Our God”, 
   to the work of our hands. 
In you the orphan finds mercy.’ 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
4 I will heal their disloyalty; 
   I will love them freely, 
   for my anger has turned from them.  
5 I will be like the dew to Israel; 
   he shall blossom like the lily, 
   he shall strike root like the forests of Lebanon.  
6 His shoots shall spread out; 
   his beauty shall be like the olive tree, 
   and his fragrance like that of Lebanon.  
7 They shall again live beneath my shadow, 
   they shall flourish as a garden; 
they shall blossom like the vine, 
   their fragrance shall be like the wine of Lebanon. 
 
8 O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols? 
   It is I who answer and look after you. 
I am like an evergreen cypress; 
   your faithfulness comes from me.  
9 Those who are wise understand these things; 
   those who are discerning know them. 
For the ways of the Lord are right, 
   and the upright walk in them, 
   but transgressors stumble in them. 
 
 
What words would you use to describe this new world?  
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18   as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
   so that you will not bear reproach for it.  
19 I will deal with all your oppressors 
   at that time. 
And I will save the lame 
   and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
   and renown in all the earth.  
20 At that time I will bring you home, 
   at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
   among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
   before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 
Isaiah 11: 1-9   The Peaceful Kingdom 
 
11A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear;  
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
9 They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 
Hosea 14   A Plea for Repentance 
 
14Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, 
   for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.  
2 Take words with you 
   and return to the Lord; 
say to him, 
   ‘Take away all guilt; 
accept that which is good, 
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Timeline notes 
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2. Exploring Prophetic Themes 

Social Justice 
Read the passage you have been allocated and answer the ques on 

What are the issues, a tudes, prac ces that the passage is addressing? 

1. Micah 2: 1-11  Social Evils Denounced 

2Alas for those who devise wickedness 
   and evil deeds on their beds! 
When the morning dawns, they perform it, 
   because it is in their power.  
2 They covet fields, and seize them; 
   houses, and take them away; 
they oppress householder and house, 
   people and their inheritance.  
3 Therefore, thus says the Lord: 
Now, I am devising against this family an evil 
   from which you cannot remove your necks; 
and you shall not walk haughtily, 
   for it will be an evil time.  
4 On that day they shall take up a taunt-song against you, 
   and wail with bitter lamentation, 
and say, ‘We are utterly ruined; 
   the Lord alters the inheritance of my people; 
how he removes it from me! 
   Among our captors he parcels out our fields.’  
5 Therefore you will have no one to cast the line by lot 
   in the assembly of the Lord.  

6 ‘Do not preach’—thus they preach— 
   ‘one should not preach of such things; 
   disgrace will not overtake us.’  
7 Should this be said, O house of Jacob? 
   Is the Lord’s patience exhausted? 
   Are these his doings? 
Do not my words do good 
   to one who walks uprightly?  
8 But you rise up against my people as an enemy; 
   you strip the robe from the peaceful, 
from those who pass by trustingly 
   with no thought of war.  
9 The women of my people you drive out 
   from their pleasant houses; 
from their young children you take away 
   my glory for ever.  
10 Arise and go; 
   for this is no place to rest, 
because of uncleanness that destroys 
   with a grievous destruction.  
11 If someone were to go about uttering empty falsehoods, 
   saying, ‘I will preach to you of wine and strong drink’, 
   such a one would be the preacher for this people!  
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A New World 
 
Zephaniah 3: 8-20   Punishment and Conversion of the Nations 
 
8 Therefore wait for me, says the Lord, 
   for the day when I arise as a witness. 
For my decision is to gather nations, 
   to assemble kingdoms, 
to pour out upon them my indignation, 
   all the heat of my anger; 
for in the fire of my passion 
   all the earth shall be consumed. 
 
9 At that time I will change the speech of the peoples 
   to a pure speech, 
that all of them may call on the name of the Lord 
   and serve him with one accord.  
10 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia 
   my suppliants, my scattered ones, 
   shall bring my offering. 
 
11 On that day you shall not be put to shame 
   because of all the deeds by which you have rebelled against me; 
for then I will remove from your midst 
   your proudly exultant ones, 
and you shall no longer be haughty 
   in my holy mountain.  
12 For I will leave in the midst of you 
   a people humble and lowly. 
They shall seek refuge in the name of the Lord—  
13   the remnant of Israel; 
they shall do no wrong 
   and utter no lies, 
nor shall a deceitful tongue 
   be found in their mouths. 
Then they will pasture and lie down, 
   and no one shall make them afraid. 
 
A Song of Joy 
14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
   shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
   O daughter Jerusalem!  
15 The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, 
   he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
   you shall fear disaster no more.  
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 
   do not let your hands grow weak.  
17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
   a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
   he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing  
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The Great Day of the Lord 
14 The great day of the Lord is near, 
   near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
   the warrior cries aloud there.  
15 That day will be a day of wrath, 
   a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 
   a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
16   a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities 
   and against the lofty battlements.  
 
17 I will bring such distress upon people 
   that they shall walk like the blind; 
   because they have sinned against the Lord, 
their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
   and their flesh like dung.  
18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
   will be able to save them 
   on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
in the fire of his passion 
   the whole earth shall be consumed; 
for a full, a terrible end 
   he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 
 
 
 
YHWH—God of  the Nations      
 
Amos 1-4 
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2. Micah 6: 9-16 Cheating and Violence to Be Punished 

9 The voice of the Lord cries to the city 
   (it is sound wisdom to fear your name): 
Hear, O tribe and assembly of the city!  
10   Can I forget the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, 
   and the scant measure that is accursed?  
11 Can I tolerate wicked scales 
   and a bag of dishonest weights?  
12 Your wealthy are full of violence; 
   your inhabitants speak lies, 
   with tongues of deceit in their mouths.  
13 Therefore I have begun to strike you down, 
   making you desolate because of your sins.  
14 You shall eat, but not be satisfied, 
   and there shall be a gnawing hunger within you; 
you shall put away, but not save, 
   and what you save, I will hand over to the sword.  
15 You shall sow, but not reap; 
   you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil; 
   you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine.  
16 For you have kept the statutes of Omri 
   and all the works of the house of Ahab, 
   and you have followed their counsels. 
Therefore I will make you a desolation, and your inhabitants an object of hissing; 
   so you shall bear the scorn of my people.  

3. Micah 7: 1-7   The Total Corruption of the People 

7Woe is me! For I have become like one who, 
   after the summer fruit has been gathered, 
   after the vintage has been gleaned, 
finds no cluster to eat; 
   there is no first-ripe fig for which I hunger.  
2 The faithful have disappeared from the land, 
   and there is no one left who is upright; 
they all lie in wait for blood, 
   and they hunt each other with nets.  
3 Their hands are skilled to do evil; 
   the official and the judge ask for a bribe, 
and the powerful dictate what they desire; 
   thus they pervert justice.  
4 The best of them is like a brier, 
   the most upright of them a thorn hedge. 
The day of their sentinels, of their punishment, has come; 
   now their confusion is at hand.  
5 Put no trust in a friend, 
   have no confidence in a loved one; 
guard the doors of your mouth 
   from her who lies in your embrace;  
6 for the son treats the father with contempt, 
   the daughter rises up against her mother, 
the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
   your enemies are members of your own household.  
7 But as for me, I will look to the Lord, 
   I will wait for the God of my salvation; 
   my God will hear me.  
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4. Habakkuk 2: 6-17   The Woes of the Wicked 
 

6 Shall not everyone taunt such people and, with mocking riddles, say about them, 
‘Alas for you who heap up what is not your own!’ 
   How long will you load yourselves with goods taken in pledge?  
7 Will not your own creditors suddenly rise, 
   and those who make you tremble wake up? 
   Then you will be booty for them.  
8 Because you have plundered many nations, 
   all that survive of the peoples shall plunder you— 
because of human bloodshed, and violence to the earth, 
   to cities and all who live in them. 
  
9 ‘Alas for you who get evil gain for your houses, 
   setting your nest on high 
   to be safe from the reach of harm!’  
10 You have devised shame for your house 
   by cutting off many peoples; 
   you have forfeited your life.  
11 The very stones will cry out from the wall, 
   and the plaster will respond from the woodwork. 
 
12 ‘Alas for you who build a town by bloodshed, 
   and found a city on iniquity!’  
13 Is it not from the Lord of hosts 
   that peoples labour only to feed the flames, 
   and nations weary themselves for nothing?  
14 But the earth will be filled 
   with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
   as the waters cover the sea. 
 
15 ‘Alas for you who make your neighbours drink, 
   pouring out your wrath until they are drunk, 
   in order to gaze on their nakedness!’  
16 You will be sated with contempt instead of glory. 
   Drink, you yourself, and stagger! 
The cup in the Lord’s right hand 
   will come around to you, 
   and shame will come upon your glory!  
17 For the violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you; 
   the destruction of the animals will terrify you— 
because of human bloodshed and violence to the earth, 
   to cities and all who live in them. 
 
 

5. Hosea 4: 1-3   God Accuses Israel 
 

4Hear the word of the Lord, O people of Israel; 
   for the Lord has an indictment against the inhabitants of the land. 
There is no faithfulness or loyalty, 
   and no knowledge of God in the land.  
2 Swearing, lying, and murder, 
   and stealing and adultery break out; 
   bloodshed follows bloodshed.  
3 Therefore the land mourns, 
   and all who live in it languish; 
together with the wild animals 
   and the birds of the air, 
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Day of  the Lord 
 
Zephaniah 1 
 
1The word of the Lord that came to Zephaniah son of Cushi son of Gedaliah son of Amariah son of       Hez-
ekiah, in the days of King Josiah son of Amon of Judah.  

The Coming Judgement on Judah 
2 I will utterly sweep away everything 
   from the face of the earth, says the Lord.  
3 I will sweep away humans and animals; 
   I will sweep away the birds of the air 
   and the fish of the sea. 
I will make the wicked stumble. 
   I will cut off humanity 
   from the face of the earth, says the Lord.  
4 I will stretch out my hand against Judah, 
   and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
and I will cut off from this place every remnant of Baal 
   and the name of the idolatrous priests;  
5 those who bow down on the roofs 
   to the host of the heavens; 
those who bow down and swear to the Lord, 
   but also swear by Milcom;  
6 those who have turned back from following the Lord, 
   who have not sought the Lord or inquired of him.  

7 Be silent before the Lord God! 
   For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
   he has consecrated his guests.  
8 And on the day of the Lord’s sacrifice 
I will punish the officials and the king’s sons 
   and all who dress themselves in foreign attire.  
9 On that day I will punish 
   all who leap over the threshold, 
who fill their master’s house 
   with violence and fraud.  

10 On that day, says the Lord, 
   a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 
a wail from the Second Quarter, 
   a loud crash from the hills.  
11 The inhabitants of the Mortar wail, 
   for all the traders have perished; 
   all who weigh out silver are cut off.  
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
   and I will punish the people 
who rest complacently on their dregs, 
   those who say in their hearts, 
‘The Lord will not do good, 
   nor will he do harm.’  
13 Their wealth shall be plundered, 
   and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, 
   they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 
   they shall not drink wine from them.  
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4 They made kings, but not through me; 
   they set up princes, but without my knowledge. 
With their silver and gold they made idols 
   for their own destruction.  
5 Your calf is rejected, O Samaria. 
   My anger burns against them. 
How long will they be incapable of innocence?  
6   For it is from Israel, 
an artisan made it; 
   it is not God. 
The calf of Samaria 
   shall be broken to pieces. 
 
 
 
Hosea 4:11-14, 17-19 
 
10 They shall eat, but not be satisfied; 
   they shall play the whore, but not multiply; 
because they have forsaken the Lord 
   to devote themselves to 11whoredom. 
 
The Idolatry of Israel 
Wine and new wine 
   take away the understanding.  
12 My people consult a piece of wood, 
   and their divining-rod gives them oracles. 
For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray, 
   and they have played the whore, forsaking their God.  
13 They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains, 
   and make offerings upon the hills, 
under oak, poplar, and terebinth, 
   because their shade is good. 
 
Therefore your daughters play the whore, 
   and your daughters-in-law commit adultery.  
14 I will not punish your daughters when they play the whore, 
   nor your daughters-in-law when they commit adultery; 
for the men themselves go aside with whores, 
   and sacrifice with temple prostitutes; 
thus a people without understanding comes to ruin. 
 
17 Ephraim is joined to idols— 
   let him alone.  
18 When their drinking is ended, they indulge in sexual orgies; 
   they love lewdness more than their glory.  
19 A wind has wrapped them in its wings, 
   and they shall be ashamed because of their altars. 
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   even the fish of the sea are perishing. 
 
 
Isaiah 1: 16-17 

 
16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 
   remove the evil of your doings 
   from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil,  
17   learn to do good; 
seek justice, 
   rescue the oppressed, 
defend the orphan, 
   plead for the widow. 

 

Zechariah 7: 9-10 
 
9Thus says the Lord of hosts: Render true judgements, show kindness and mercy to one another; 10do not   

oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against 
one another. 

 
Once you’ve heard from the other groups look a for commonali es: What do these passages all 
seem to address?  What sorts of prac ces? What sorts of a tudes? 
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Isaiah 1: 2-9   The Wickedness of Judah 

2 Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; 
   for the Lord has spoken: 
I reared children and brought them up, 
   but they have rebelled against me.  
3 The ox knows its owner, 
   and the donkey its master’s crib; 
but Israel does not know, 
   my people do not understand.  

 
4 Ah, sinful nation, 
   people laden with iniquity, 
offspring who do evil, 
   children who deal corruptly, 
who have forsaken the Lord, 
   who have despised the Holy One of Israel, 
   who are utterly estranged!  

 
5 Why do you seek further beatings? 
   Why do you continue to rebel? 
The whole head is sick, 
   and the whole heart faint.  
6 From the sole of the foot even to the head, 
   there is no soundness in it, 
but bruises and sores 
   and bleeding wounds; 
they have not been drained, or bound up, 
   or softened with oil.  

 
7 Your country lies desolate, 
   your cities are burned with fire; 
in your very presence 
   aliens devour your land; 
   it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners.  
8 And daughter Zion is left 
   like a booth in a vineyard, 
like a shelter in a cucumber field, 
   like a besieged city.  
9 If the Lord of hosts 
   had not left us a few survivors, 
we would have been like Sodom, 
   and become like Gomorrah. 
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Correct Worship 

Isaiah 1: 9-15 
 
9 If the Lord of hosts 
   had not left us a few survivors, 
we would have been like Sodom, 
   and become like Gomorrah. 
 
10 Hear the word of the Lord, 
   you rulers of Sodom! 
Listen to the teaching of our God, 
   you people of Gomorrah!  
11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 
   says the Lord; 
I have had enough of burnt-offerings of rams 
   and the fat of fed beasts; 
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 
   or of lambs, or of goats. 
 
12 When you come to appear before me, 
   who asked this from your hand? 
   Trample my courts no more;  
13 bringing offerings is futile; 
   incense is an abomination to me. 
New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— 
   I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.  
14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals 
   my soul hates; 
they have become a burden to me, 
   I am weary of bearing them.  
15 When you stretch out your hands, 
   I will hide my eyes from you; 
even though you make many prayers, 
   I will not listen; 
   your hands are full of blood. 
 
Hosea 6:6; 8:1-6 
 
6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
   the knowledge of God rather than burnt-offerings. 
 
Israel’s Apostasy 
8Set the trumpet to your lips! 
   One like a vulture is over the house of the Lord, 
because they have broken my covenant, 
   and transgressed my law.  
2 Israel cries to me, 
   ‘My God, we—Israel—know you!’  
3 Israel has spurned the good; 
   the enemy shall pursue him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


