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What is a FAMILY?







“The meanings of 'family' are 
myriad, but what we can be sure of 
is that it's no longer just about birth 
or biology; it's about who you 
choose to break bread with.”



What are the Needs of Families Today?



1. …a place to belong, be welcomed

2. …a sense of balance (family, work, 
needs)

3. …authentic relationships

4. …an opportunity for them to give 
back

5. …help through transitions and life 
stages



1. What churches are doing to enable families to 
be missional.

2. What churches can be doing to enable families 
to be missional.

3. What are families doing off their own bat?

4. How are churches being more missional 
internally and into their communities?

5. What has changed in my experience?

6. What are some signs of hope?

Focus Points



QUESTION #1: 

WHAT IS A MISSIONAL COMMUNITY?



•In the normal rhythms of life pursuing 
to meet and engage new people.

Q: How are you doing this?



•Prayerfully watching and listening to 
the Holy Spirit to discern where God is 
working (John 5.19).

Q: How are you doing this?



•Looking to boldly, humbly, and 
contextually proclaim the Gospel in 
word and deed.

•Q: How are you doing this?











Worksheet - SWOT



Homemade Disciples
- MISSION is modelled – parents, 

siblings, community of Faith – the 
Church

“Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian 
any more than going to a garage makes you 
an automobile.”

- EQUIPPING, EMPOWERING PARENTS-
what is needed for you to share the 
faith story/ tradition in your family?



HOW TO HELP FAMILIES IN MISSION WITHIN THEIR HOME: 
Four core family faith practices:

1.Caring conversations 
2.Rituals and traditions 
3.Devotional life 
4.FAMILY MEAL 

Homemade Disciples



- Our blog (updated weekly) with 
activities to encourage closeness, 
story, ritual and service within your 
family.

Faithful Families

http://www.faithful-
families.blogspot.com.au/



Digital Family Covenant

One of the greatest challenges for 

families today is how to implement 

healthy habits in this digital age within 

and beyond the household. To this end, 

work on a Digital Covenant that can be 

discussed, shaped and owned by family 

members. 

Q: What would you include in a Digital 

Covenant for families?



Family Contact List 

- Set up your own Family Contact 

List within your community

Which becomes a channel fora 

future network hub of resources, 

promotions and information

- Could be via facebook as well 

(professional standards upheld)



When Churches Want a Pastor Who 

Can “Bring In Young Families” . . .

https://achurchforstarvingartists.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/children-in-church-1.jpg


1.Be real. Deal with real issues in sermons, 

classes, retreats, conversations, prayers.

2.Listen to parents’ concerns. Listen to 

children’s concerns.

3.Ask how we can pray for them. And then 

pray for them.

4.Allow/encourage messiness. Noses will run 

and squirming will ensue. There might be 

running. There will definitely be noise.

So how can we be the kind of congregation that 

welcomes Young Families for more than their 

energy and wallets? We can:



4. Refrain from expecting everyone to be the 
church like we have always been the church.

5. Help parents, grandparents, and all adults 
become equipped to minister to children and 
youth. How can we learn to offer such loving 
hospitality to the younger people in our midst 
that they will always experience church as 
home?



6. Do not use children as cute props. Yes they 
say the darndest things during children’s 
stories, but they are not there to entertain us.

7. Give parents a break. Really. Help struggling 
parents get coats and hats on their kids. Hold 
an umbrella. Assist in wiping spills.

8.Give parents a break administratively. Make 
it easy to participate. Minimize the 
unnecessary.







Open Space Listening Circles

1.Church Café: asking engaging questions:

1.How does the existence of God make a difference 
in your life?

2. What would help you in growing your family in 
faith?

3. "Going to church doesn't make you a Christian 
any more than standing in a garage makes you a 
car" - so what value do you place on being

part of a Christian community?

Practical examples:



4. With the busyness of family life, the commitment to 

attending church services regularly on Sundays often is a 

challenge. What would you be interested in participating in 

as a family or as young adults as part of St Catherine's 
wider faith community?

5. How do you envisage you could better share the 

Christian values of love, hope, joy, trust etc with others in 
your life and local community?

6. All living creatures and the environment are ours to 

protect. Do you have a particular interest in helping the 
marginalised, our planet's sustainability

or any other social justice issue eg refugee settlement? 

Please comment.



- Get away from the idea of running a 
‘program/activity’ 

- Helping families to attend to, experience, 
and talk about faith as part of their daily 
family activities and to extend care to 
those beyond their immediate sight.

- Equip homes for centres of faith formation

We, the Church, can help by:



Worksheet: Preferred Future



“For growing churches it is the 
most normal thing in the world to 
look not just at evangelism, but at 
the whole church, through the 
eyes of non-believers.” 

Christian Schwarz (NCD)

Think on this:



- Set the pattern
- Gathering
- Connecting
- Sharing stories
- Sharing joys and sorrows
- Sharing a meal
- Sharing the encouragement of going 

forth …….

In our worship, we can:



Establish Connections Around 
Common Interests

Outreach

Question:

“What creates/strengthens bonds 
between people?”  







Entry Paths

An Effective Way to Create 
and Nurture New Friendships:



1.  The group/activity is of interest to members
and non-members, alike.

2. The group is composed of people who share 
things in common.

3. There is low risk and commitment required.

4. It is held in an appropriate meeting place.

Characteristics of a 
Good Entry Path…



5.  Prospects are personally invited.

6. Time is spent building and nurturing 
relationships among group members.

7. The benefit is perceived to be greater than 
the cost.



1.  Member participation in defining, planning, 
and conducting the event.

2. Non-member participation in defining, 
planning, and conducting the event.

3. The event is well-publicized. 

4. The event is conducted in a neutral location. 

Characteristics of a 
Good Entry Event



Characteristics of a 
Good Entry Event

5. The event addresses a felt interest or need
which cannot be met elsewhere.

6.  The event involves low risk for prospective 
attendees.

7. The church’s purpose and appropriate 
opportunities for further involvement are 
communicated.

8. The names and addresses of 
participants are obtained.



Steps for Getting Started 
in Your Church

1. Build a culture

2. Identify a passion

3. Explore the interest

4. Form a team

5. Support the effort



Handout



Be able to talk about your faith…

• “How has being a Christian made a 
difference in my life?”

• “What does it mean to be a Christian (in 
words understandable to a non-Christian)?”

• “What would I tell my friends about what it 
means to be a part of my Church?”

• “How does a person come to have a 
relationship with Jesus (in words 
understandable to a non-Christian)?”



Guidelines for Enhancing 
Your Witness/sharing/passing on 

the blessing…

A. Be sensitive to the spiritual situation and 
needs of the person

B. Be open to the Holy Spirit’s direction and 
timing

C. Be able to talk about your faith

D. Provide for a variety of exposures

E. Be patient



- The ACSQ is working hard to create 
real, caring communities that 
extend far beyond the structured 
Sunday Service – genuinely loving 
church families that missionally 
cross-connect in myriad ways. At 
the same time, there’s been an 
effort to renovate structures.

- Keep an eye out for PATHWAYS 

- What kind of a church do you 
expect to find beyond the Horizon?

Looking forward in Mission and Vision:



Handout


